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ORDER SHEET 
 

IN THE ISLAMABAD HIGH COURT, ISLAMABAD 
(JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT) 

 

 
W.P. No.666/2022 

 
Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists  

through its Secretary General 

Versus 
The President of Pakistan 

through the Secretary & 4 others 

 
S. No. of 

order/ 
proceedings  

Date of order/ 

proceedings  

Order with signature of Judge and that of parties or counsel where 

necessary. 

 08-04-2022 Mr Aftab Alam, Mr Babar Hayat Samor, Ms Imaan Zainab 

Hazir, Mr Muhammad Usman Warraich, Mr Sajid Khan 
Tanoli, Mr Sikandar Naeem Qazi, Qazi Adil Javed, Mr Rabi 

Bin Tariq, Sardar Abdul Raziq Khan, Mr Aamir Abbasi, Mr 
Yasir Latif Hamdani, Barrister Ehsan Malik, Mr Inam Ul 

Rahim, Mr Umer Ijaz Gillani, Mr Munir A. Malik, Advocates 

for petitioners. 
Mr Qasim Wadud, Addl. Attorney General. 

Syed Muhammad Tayyab, Dy. Attorney General. 
Mr Babar Bakht, Director (Cyber Crime), FIA,  Mr Ayaz Khan, 

Incharge CCRC, Islamabad, Mr Imran Haider, A.D. FIA, 

CCRC, Islamabad, Mr Arbab Arshad, A.D. Legal, CCRC, 
Islamabad, Mr M. Waseem Sikandar, SI, FIA, CCRC, 

Islamabad.  
 

 

  Athar Minallah, C.J.-   For reasons to be 

recorded later, the petitions are allowed and it is declared 

and directed as follows.- 

 

(a) Freedom of expression is a fundamental 

right and it reinforces all other rights 

guaranteed under the Constitution of 

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973 

(hereinafter referred to as the 

“Constitution”). 
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(b) Free speech protected under Article 19 

and the right to receive information 

under Article 19-A of the Constitution 

are essential for development, progress 

and prosperity of a society and 

suppression thereof is unconstitutional 

and contrary to the democratic values. 

 

(c) The criminalization of defamation, 

protection of individual reputations 

through arrest and imprisonment and 

the resultant chilling effect violates the 

letter of the Constitution and the 

invalidity thereof is beyond reasonable 

doubt. 

 

(d) The Prevention of Electronic Crimes 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2022 was 

promulgated in derogation of the 

Constitution and the fundamental rights 

guaranteed thereunder, particularly 

Articles 9, 14, 19 and 19-A. The 

jurisdictional preconditions were also not 

in existence.  

 

(e) The Prevention of Electronic Crimes 

(Amendment) Ordinance, 2022 and 
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promulgation thereof is declared as 

unconstitutional, invalid beyond 

reasonable doubt and it is, therefore, 

struck down. 

 

(f) The offence under section 20 of the 

Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 

2016 to the extent of the expression “or 

harms the reputation” and the 

punishment thereof is unconstitutional, 

invalid beyond reasonable doubt and is, 

therefore, struck down.  

 

(g) The proceedings against the petitioners 

in the connected petitions are 

consequently a nullity and thus 

quashed. However, the aggrieved 

complainants would be at liberty to avail 

the remedies provided under the 

respective laws in the context of 

defamation. 

 

(h) The Federal Government is expected to 

review the defamation laws, particularly 

the Defamation Ordinance, 2002 and 

thereafter propose appropriate 

legislation to the Majlis-e-Shoora 

(Parliament) for making its 

implementation effective.  
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(i) The Secretary, Ministry of Interior, 

Government of Pakistan shall probe into 

the conduct of officials of the Cyber 

Crime Wing of Federal Investigation 

Agency, which had led to widespread 

abuse of powers and the consequent 

grave violations of fundamental rights of 

the citizens. 

 

(j) The Court expects that the Secretary, 

Ministry of Interior will conclude the 

probe within thirty days from the date of 

receiving a certified copy of this order 

and inform the Registrar regarding 

action taken against the delinquent 

officials.  

    

(CHIEF JUSTICE) 

    
 
     

 
Luqman Khan/* 

 
 
 
 
 


